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A.India

After Chandrayaan-3 launch, ISRO prepares for a PSLV mission
Space start-ups over the moon with govt’s FDI push, Isro’s tech
transfer

France, India expand cooperation to include SMRs

Delivery of First MCA Barge, LSAM 7 (YARD 75) at INS Tunir,
Mumbai

ISRO: India space chief says no mystery over rocket debris on
Australian beach

Launch of Second ACTCM Barge, YARD 126 (LSAM 16) at M/s
Suryadipta Projects Pvt Ltd, Thane

Dr Jitendra Singh says nuclear power capacity set to increase from
7480 MW to 22480 MW by 2031

Handing Over of INS Kirpan to VPN - 22 Jul 23

NSIL schedules second commercial space mission for Singapore on
31 July

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh says, highest priority is accorded
to safety in all aspects of nuclear power viz. siting, design,
construction, commissioning, and operation

How India’s space economy could hit $100 billion by 2040

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh says, there is adequate and sufficient
insurance coverage offered for nuclear incidents in the country

8" India-Australia Defence Policy Talks held in Canberra

ISRO successfully places seven Singaporean satellites into intended
orbit

B. Russia

FSB smokes out spy giving away positions of Russian forces protecting
ZNPP

Foreign media picking up US biolabs story despite West's best efforts
— top brass

Work to replace foreign components of Russia’s Luna-27 moon
mission continue — scientist

Risk of Kiev committing terrorist act on Zaporozhye NPP still high
— official

Russia has big plans on exploration of near, remote space — Putin
ZNPP staff that question management decisions were offered to leave
— official
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Russia insisted on IAEA presence at ZNPP, Ukraine sought to prevent it —
Rosenergoatom

Cosmonauts prepare to undock Progress MS-22 space freighter from ISS

Russia’s Roscosmos hoping to share its expertise with BRICS partners

Russia proposes joint research module on space station for BRICS members —
Roscosmos CEO

Russia can decide about measures to protect ZNPP on its own — diplomat

Space station’s orbit raised by 790 meters ahead of Soyuz spacecraft launch
Roscosmos to boost cooperation with African countries

RKK Energia sends Russian Orbital Station preliminary design for examination — CEO
Russia celebrates Navy Day with massive naval parade on Neva River

Soyuz-5 launch vehicle to be ready for start by 2025 year-end — senior executive

C.China

Pakistan’s Chashma Nuclear Power Plant imports one more Hualong-One generator
from China

Why China is opposed to the release of treated water in Fukushima

China-Pakistan nuclear cooperation marks a milestone

PLA Rocket Force explodes in capability, but China refuses to explain why

Taiwan says looking to buy NASAMS air defence system from US

Chinese envoy opposes use of Al to seek military hegemony at UN’s first-ever debate
on Al

Technology remains core battle with Beijing

China is serious about winning the new space race

China’s total known uranium resources increase by one-third in past decade: report
China studies nuclear risk in the context of the Ukraine war

China’s CH UAV develops new-type loitering munition with super-long-range
PLA rolls out longer-range missiles near Taiwan: military experts

China successfully tests high-thrust engine for moon landing

Taiwan air raid drills simulate response to China missile attacks

Contracts inked for nuclear tech expansion in Shandong

Chinese, Russian warships continue exercises in Sea of Japan; North Korea resumes
missile launches

China’s nuclear weapons build-up and its implications for Northeast Asian security
China’s first commercial spacecraft launch site in Hainan to commence normalized
launch missions in 2024

Discerning the drivers of China’s nuclear force development: models, indicators, and
data

FAST makes new discovery of black hole phenomenon, opens up new avenues for
observing and studying black hole emissions

Thailand launches first experimental tokamak device in collaboration with China
Implications of China’s nuclear expansion for strategic stability

New nuclear technology sees vast export potential

China employs ‘nuclear cabbage” strategy for dominance in South China Sea

Xi appoints new chief of China’s nuclear arsenal

China ousts top generals from nuclear Rocket Force

D. Pakistan

Pakistan / Construction Begins Of China-Supplied Hualong One Nuclear Plant At
Chasnupp
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E. Europe

Slovakia’s JAVYS signs AP1000 and AP300 MoUs

UK government bets on small-scale nuclear

UK / Government Announces £157 Million In Grants And SMR Competition As
Part Of ‘Massive Revival’ Of Nuclear Industry

Sweden / SMR Project Company Announces *2 Million ‘Breakthrough’ Investment
Advanced Reactors / Agreement Could Lead To Seaborg Nuclear Plants In Norway
European official: EU likely to keep missile sanctions on Iran

Why EU sanctions don’t include Russian nuclear industry

Czechia to build first small modular reactor by 2032

France’s EDF updates Rhone river reactor warning, set to restart Cattenom

From Al to nuclear: the technologies driving UK space exploration

Ultra Safe gets USD29 million UK grant

Nuward / French SMR Company Submits Safety File To Nuclear Regulator

IAEA Mission Says Lithuania’s Siting Plans for Deep Geological Disposal for
Radioactive Waste are Safe, Sees Areas for Improvement

Bulgaria / Regulator Begins Licensing Process For Westinghouse Nuclear Fuel At
Kozloduy-5

F. Belarus

CSTO drills in Belarus to focus on dealing with aftermath of nuclear facility accident

G. Ukraine

Update 174 - IAEA Director General Statement on Situation in Ukraine
Update 175 - IAEA Director General Statement on Situation in Ukraine
Update 176 - IAEA Director General Statement on Situation in Ukraine

H. United States of America

US Remains Concerned North Korea Will Conduct Another Missile Test

US ignores Iran’s active nuclear weapons activities by using ‘defective” definition:
Expert

US falling behind China in tech advancements, Govini report finds

US to send additional jets, warship to Middle East

First US nuclear sub docks in South Korea since 1981

US, South Korea Kick Off Nuclear Consultative Group in Seoul

America’s forgotten nuclear migration: The Marshallese displaced by US bomb testing
face new challenges

Multiple Xe-100 SMRs planned for Washington State

Blinken on reviving Iran nuclear deal: “‘We’re now in a place where we’re not talking
about a nuclear agreement’

NASA’s Houston-based mission control briefly lost communication with ISS
Blinken Says Door Open for New Zealand “to Engage” in AUKUS Pact

US proposal for talks with Russia on keeping nuclear arms curbs in limbo

First U.S. nuclear reactor built from scratch in decades enters commercial operation
in Georgia

US Senate votes to “onshore” nuclear fuel production

The United States Reaffirms Commitment to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons
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I. South America

® Venezuela joins Russian-Chinese lunar station project

West Asia

J. Iran

e IRGC Chief: Iran-Pakistan Cooperation to Eradicate Terrorism

¢ US Sending More Planes, Ships To Mideast To Counter Iran

¢ Iran Downplays US Deployment of Navy Destroyer, More Warplanes in West Asia

e Iranian, Bolivian ministers ink defense MOU

e AEOI Chief: Iran to Run 6 More Uranium Mines

e Iran’s Su-24, F-4 Jets Annihilate Mock-Up Targets During Massive Drills

¢ Iran naval forces receive dozens of cruise missiles

¢ JRGC Commander: Iran’s AlI-Powered Cruise Missile Game-Changer in Confronting
US Aircraft Carrier

¢ Iran-Russia Fighter Jet Deal Far Might Not Materialize, Reports Say

e Nuclear Chief: Iran-IAEA Interaction Constant, Sustainable

e Airborne Commander: Iranian Air Force Equipping with Modern, State-of-Art
Equipment

. Israel

e JAI Signs Cooperation Agreement with German Missile Systems Company MBDA

e UK to Integrate Rafael’s Trophy Active Protection System into Challenger 3 Tanks

e Italian Army Signs Spike Missile Deal

e Elbit Awarded $150 Million Contract to Supply PULS Rocket Artillery Systems to
Int’l Customer

¢ Plasan Secures Major US Deal

e Elbit opens UK R&D, manufacturing facility

¢ Israel Receives Three New F-35 Fighter Jets

¢ Israeli-German Cooperation to Supply Hungary with Hero Loitering Munitions

® Aeronautics Integrates CRFS” RF Technology into Aerostar UAV

e Rafael Systems’ Subsidiary to Supply Ukraine With 80 Heidrun Reconnaissance
Drones

¢ India to Purchase Software-Defined Radios for Tanks Based on Elbit’s Technology

¢ Cyber Cooperation in the Middle East: a Way to Counter the Iranian Threat?

e Thales Acquires Cybersecurity Company Imperva, Established in Israel

¢ Major Deal for Israeli Defense Industry: Redback Chosen as Australian Army’s Future
APC

e JAI's DS-SAR Satellite Successfully Launched, Enters Orbit

e Elbit Awarded $60 Million Contract to Supply Artillery Shells to the Israel MoD

L. Saudi Arabia

¢ Saudi Arabia buys Turkish drones during Erdogan’s visit
e Saudi Arabia to showcase defense, security capabilities and technologies at Istanbul
military fair
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M. Qatar

e After Qatar talks, France sees chance to develop defence partnership
® Qatar Interested in Additional Rafale Fighter Jets

N. Turkey

e Kosovo buys batch of famed Turkish Bayraktar TB2 drones

¢ ‘National technologies, local production vital to Turkish defense industry’

¢ The Netherlands lifts some defense industry restrictions on Tiirkiye

e Tirkiye’s 1st long-range early warning radar to enter inventory soon

e Turkish army adds domestic unmanned ground vehicle Barkan to inventory
¢ Following Saudi drone deal, Turkey’s Erdogan targets $6B in defense sales

e Turkiye inks defense, military cooperation deals with Kenya, Tajikistan

¢ Tirkiye to modernize F-16 aircraft by 2025

e Pakistani official eyes cooperation with Tiirkiye on UAVs, advanced fighters
® Major international fair IDEF sees several defense deals

e Tirkiye’s homegrown fighter jet KAAN to take wing in December

® Azerbaijan’s Su-25 jet passes 1st test flight after Turkish upgrade

¢ Turkey’s Indigenous Fighter Jet to Take to the Skies 5 Years Earlier than Expected

¢ Ukraine inks deal with Tiirkiye’s Baykar on drones repair

O. United Arab Emirates

e Tirkiye, UAE sign 13 deals worth $50.7B
e UAE launches nuclear educational courses
® Emirati company, Turkish defense cluster sign deal

P. East Asia

e North Korea’s Kim Yo Jong Warns US Against ‘Foolish Act” That Risks Security

Beijing tells NATO to stay out of East Asia

US, South Korean officials huddle for new nuclear war planning talks

US Nuclear Submarine Visits South Korea in Show of Force

S. Korean nuclear envoy heads to Japan for trilateral talks on N.K. threats

South Korea sends a warning to Pyongyang as nuclear-capable US sub visits the
country

North Korea makes nuclear threat over US sub in South Korea

Top nuclear envoys of S. Korea, U.S., Japan denounce N. Korea’s latest missile test
North Korea fires ‘several” cruise missiles into sea, South says, amid soaring tensions
Thailand debuts first tokamak with help of Chinese scientists in milestone for Southeast
Asia’s clean energy research

Australia

Supporting US military against China could draw Australia into nuclear war, expert
warns

Australia says nuclear isn’t part of its energy mix. Here’s why

Australian Prime Minister Confident US Will Deliver Nuclear-Powered Submarines
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A. India

After Chandrayaan-3 launch, ISRO
prepares for a PSLV mission

The Hindu, July 16, 2023

PSLV-C56, a commercial mission that will
have seven satellites as payloads, scheduled
to lift off from Sriharikota on July 26. ISRO
has used the PSLV-Core Alone variant for
several missions including the latest, the
PSLV-C55 mission, which was launched
successfully on April 22, 2023. A commercial
mission, the PSLV-C56 will have seven
payloads in all including the 351.9 kg earth
observation satellite DS-SAR (short for
Synthetic Aperture Radar) from Singapore.
The others are Arcade (23.58 kg), Velox-AM
(23 kg) and Orb-12 Strider (12.8 kg). The
remaining three are nanosatellites weighing
less than 10 kg each. They are the Galassia-
2 (3.84 kg), SCOOB-II (4.1 kg) and NuLlon
(3.05 kg), according to a list provided by the
VSSC. These satellites will be placed in a
Low Earth Orbit (LEO).

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/after-
chandrayaan-3-launch-isro-prepares-for-a-pslv-
mission/article67087333.ece

Space start-ups over the moon with
govt’s FDI push, Isro’s tech transfer

Business Standard, July 16, 2023

If successful, the Chandrayaan-3 mission
may well boost the space start-up sector in
India, which has seen the number of players
increasing from a mere 21 in 2020 to 146
now, say industry experts.

The government plans to give it a further
boost by increasing the scope of foreign
direct investment (FDI) in the sector, while
the Indian Space Research Organisation
(Isro) is aggressively increasing the pace of
technology transfer to the private sector.

https.//www.business-standard.com/india-news/
put-sector-in-space-govt-adds-steam-to-fdi-talks-
transfer-of-technology-123071600394_1.html

France, India expand cooperation
to include SMRs

World Nuclear News, July 17, 2023

France and India are to launch a
cooperation programme on small modular
reactors and advanced modular reactors.
The announcement came after a meeting
in Paris between Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President of France
Emmanuel Macron, during which they
noted progress made on the six-EPR
power plant project in Jaitapur, India. At
the invitation of Macron, Modi concluded
an historical visit as the Guest of Honour
at the National Day of the French Republic
on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of
the India-France Strategic Partnership.

https/fworld-nuclear-news.org/Articles/
France,-India-expand-cooperation-to-include-
SMRs

Delivery of First MCA Barge,
LSAM 7 (YARD 75) at INS Tunir,
Mumbai

PIB, July 18, 2023

Contract for construction of 08 x Missile
Cum Ammunition (MCA) Barge was
concluded with M/s SECON Engineering
Projects Pvt Ltd, Visakhapatnam, a
MSME, in consonance with
“Aatmanirbhar Bharat” initiatives of the
Government of India. First Barge of the
series LSAM 7 (Yard 75) has been
delivered to Indian Navy on 18 Jul 23 in
presence of Cmde Iftekhar Alam,
Commanding Officer, INS Tunir. The
Barge has been built under the
classification rules of Indian Register of
Shipping (IRS) with a service life of 30
years. With all major/ auxiliary
equipment sourced from indigenous
manufacturers, the Barge is proud flag
bearer of “Make in India” initiative of
Ministry of Defence.

https.//pib.gov.in/
PressReleasePage.aspx? PRID=1940552
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ISRO: India space chief says no
mystery over rocket debris on
Australian beach

BBC News, July 18, 2023

India’s space chief says a giant metal dome
that washed up on an Australian beach was
definitely part of a rocket - but may or may
not be Indian. “We can’t confirm it’s ours
unless we analyse it,” S Somanath told the
BBC. There has been wild speculation about
the object ever since it was discovered at
Green Head beach, about 250km (155 miles)
north of Perth, at the weekend. Some even
said it may be from India’s latest Moon
mission launch last Friday but experts
quickly ruled that out.

The cylindrical object, about 2.5m wide and
between 2.5m and 3m long, has generated
a lot of excitement among the residents of
Green Head beach. It was initially
speculated that the wreckage could be a part
of MH370 - a plane that went missing off
the west Australian coast in 2014 with 239
passengers on board.

https./fwww.bbe.com/news/world-asia-india-
66234420

Launch of Second ACTCM Barge,
YARD 126 (LSAM 16) at M/s
Suryadipta Projects Pvt Ltd, Thane

PIB, July 19, 2023

Ammunition Cum Torpedo Cum Missile
(ACTCM) Barge, Yard 126 (LSAM 16) was
launched by Cmde Sunil Kaushik, Warship
Production Superintendent (Mumbai) on 19
Jul 23 at M/s Suryadipta Projects Pvt Ltd,
Thane. With all major and auxiliary
equipment/ systems sourced from
indigenous manufacturers, this Barge is
proud flag bearer of “Make in India”
initiative of Ministry of Defence. Contract
for construction of 11 x ACTCM Barge was
concluded with M/s Suryadipta Projects Pvt
Ltd, Thane, a MSME, in consonance with
“Aatmanirbhar Bharat” initiatives of the
Government of India. This Barge is being
built with a service life of 30 years. The
availability of ACTCM Barges will provide
impetus to Operational commitments
of IN by facilitating Transportation,

Embarkation and Disembarkation of
articles / ammunition to IN Ships both
alongside jetties and at outer harbours.

https.//pib.gov.in/
PressReleasePage.aspx? PRID=1940915

Dr Jitendra Singh says nuclear
power capacity set to increase
from 7480 MW to 22480 MW by
2031

PIB, July 20, 2023

Union Minister of State (Independent
Charge) Science & Technology; MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra
Singh today said the present installed
nuclear power capacity in the country is
7480 MW comprising of 23 nuclear power
reactors. Stating this in a written reply in
the Rajya Sabha, Dr Jitendra Singh said
nuclear power reactors generated 46982
Million Units of electricity (including
infirm generation) in the year 2022-23. Dr
Jitendra Singh said the share of nuclear
power in the total electricity generation in
the country was about 2.8% in the year
2022-23. The details are given in annexure.
The present installed nuclear power
capacity is set to increase from 7480 MW
to 22480 MW by 2031 on progressive
completion of projects under construction
and accorded sanction.

https://pib.gov.in/
PressReleasePage.aspx? PRID=1941010

Handing Over of INS Kirpan to
VPN - 22 Jul 23

PIB, July 22, 2023

“Today’s handing-over ceremony symbolises
the deep-rooted friendship and strategic
partnership between India and Vietnam. What
makes this occasion even more significant is
the fact that this is the first-ever occasion that
India is offering a fully-operational Corvette
to any Friendly Foreign Country” - Adm R
Hari Kumar, CNS. On completing 32 years
of illustrious service to the nation, Indian
Naval Ship Kirpan has been
Decommissioned from the Indian Navy
and Handed Over to Vietnam People’s
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Navy (VPN) today at Cam Ranh, Vietnam.
The Decommissioning and Handing Over
Ceremony of INS Kirpan to VPN was
presided over by Adm R Hari Kumar, Chief
of Naval Staff, Indian Navy and Rear Adm
Pham Manh Hung, Deputy Commander-in-
Chief and Chief of Staff, VPN.

https://pib.gov.in/
PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1941807

NSIL schedules second commercial
space mission for Singapore on 31

July
Mint, July 24, 2023

NewSpace India Ltd (NSIL), the commercial
space missions arm of the Indian Space
Research Organization (Isro), on Monday
announced the second consecutive
commercial space mission, scheduled to
take-off aboard Isro’s trusted rocket Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) on 31 July.

The mission, numbered PSLV-C56, will
deploy one primary and six additional
satellites as part of the mission’s entire
payload.

The primary payload for the mission is the
Singapore government’s Defence Science
and Technology Agency (DSTA)’s DS-SAR
satellite, which will be used by Singapore
government agencies for satellite imaging
applications.

https://www.livemint.com/technology/tech-news/
nsil-schedules-second-commercial-space-mission-
for-singapore-on-31-july-11690199894343.html

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh
says, highest priority is accorded to
safety in all aspects of nuclear
power viz. siting, design,
construction, commissioning, and
operation

PIB, July 26, 2023

Union Minister of State (Independent
Charge) Science & Technology; MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh
today said, highest priority is accorded to

safety in all aspects of nuclear power viz.
siting, design, construction,
commissioning, and operation.

In a written reply to a question in the Lok
Sabha, Dr Jitendra Singh said, nuclear
power plants are designed adopting safety
principles of redundancy, diversity and
provide fail-safe design features following
a defence-in-depth approach. This ensures
that there are multiple barriers between
the source of radioactivity and the
environment, he added.

https.//pib.gov.in/
PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1942861

How India’s space economy could
hit $100 billion by 2040

Forbes, July 26, 2023

The global space industry is undergoing
an important shift, from the traditional
government-led programmes to a mix of
actors, led more by private companies, a
new report on the sector by Arthur D Little
(ADL), a multinational management
consultancy, notes. The mnascent
spacetech startup landscape in India,
helped by the country’s liberalised space
economy rules and supported by Isro, is
an example of this shift. And, with the
right initiatives, India could tap this shift
to go from a $8 billion space economy to
$100 billion by 2040, according to ADL's
report, titled “India in Space: A $100 billion
Industry by 2040’, released today.

https.//www.forbesindia.com/article/news/how-
indias-space-economy-could-hit-100-billion-by-
2040/87001/1

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh
says, there is adequate and
sufficient insurance coverage
offered for nuclear incidents in
the country

PIB, July 26, 2023

Union Minister of State (Independent
Charge) Science & Technology; MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra
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Singh today said, there is adequate and
sufficient insurance coverage offered for
nuclear incidents in the country.

In a written reply to a question in the Lok
Sabha, Dr Jitendra Singh said, India has
enacted Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage
(CLND) Act 2010 to provide for civil liability
for nuclear damage and prompt
compensation to the victims of a nuclear
incident through a no-fault liability regime
channelling liability to the operator. Under
the Act, the operator has to maintain
insurance or financial securities or a
combination of both, for covering his liability
in respect of the nuclear incident. The Act
also limits the liability of the nuclear operator
for each nuclear incident.

https://pib.gov.in/
PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1942866

8" India-Australia Defence Policy
Talks held in Canberra

PIB, July 26, 2023

The 8" India-Australia Defence Policy Talks
(DPT) was held at Canberra in Australia on
24-25 July 2023. The Defence policy talks
were co-chaired by Special Secretary in
Ministry of Defence Smt. Nivedita Shukla
Verma, and Acting Deputy Secretary in
Department of Defence, Australia Mr
Steven Moore.

During the Defence Policy talks, both sides
reviewed the bilateral defence cooperation
between the two countries and explored
new initiatives to further strengthen and
deepen bilateral defence engagements. The
discussions also focused on identifying ways
to strengthen partnership in co-development
and co-production of defence equipment.
Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to
fully implement the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership based on mutual trust
and understanding, common interests and
shared values of democracy and rule of law.
The Indian side highlighted the potential of
the Indian defence industry with capacity
and capability to cooperate with Australian
Armed forces in its shipbuilding and
maintenance plans.

https://pib.gov.in/
PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1942826

ISRO successfully places seven
Singaporean satellites into
intended orbit

Indian Express, July 31, 2023

A tracking image of PSLV-C56 shared by
ISRO on their official Twitter handle.

Listen to this article

ISRO successfully launched its proven
PSLV rocket carrying seven Singaporean
satellites Sunday from Satish Dhawan
Space Centre in Sriharikota, Andhra
Pradesh and placed them into intended
orbits. Around 23 minutes after lift-off, the
primary satellite got separated and it was
followed by six other co-passenger
satellites, which were deployed into the
intended orbits sequentially, ISRO said. On
the successful launch and separation of the
satellites, ISRO posted on Twitter, “PSLV-
C56/DS-SAR Mission: The mission is
successfully accomplished. PSLV-C56
vehicle launched all seven satellites
precisely into their intended orbits. Thanks
to @NSIL_India and Singapore, for the
contract.”

https;//indianexpress.com/article/technology/
science/isro-seven-singapore-satellites-orbit-nsil-
chandrayaan-3-8867297/

B. Russia

FSB smokes out spy giving away
positions of Russian forces
protecting ZNPP

TASS, July 18, 2023

Officers of the Russian Federal Security
Service (FSB) Directorate in the
Zaporozhye Region have thwarted the
activity of a local resident in Energodar,
who was transmitting the coordinates of
positions of the Russian military protecting
the Zaporozhye Nuclear Power Plant
(ZNPP), the directorate’s press service told
journalists on Tuesday.

“The directorate’s officers identified a
resident of Energodar who was giving
away the coordinates of the positions of
the Russian military protecting the
Zaporozhye nuclear power plant,” the
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press service said. “The malefactor sent the
received information to his relative serving
in an artillery unit of the Ukrainian Defense
Ministry, operating in the Zaporozhye area.

https.//tass.com/defense/1648563

Foreign media picking up US
biolabs story despite West’s best
efforts — top brass

TASS, July 18, 2023

Information about US biolaboratories in
Ukraine has reached foreign media despite
Western countries’ censorship, Lieutenant
General Igor Kirillov, head of the Russian
military’s Radiation, Chemical and
Biological Defense Forces, said on Tuesday.

“The information that we publish has been
heard by foreign media despite strict
Western censorship,” he told a briefing
analyzing documents related to US military
biological activities. According to Kirillov,
such media outlets as The Times, The
Guardian, the New York Post and the Sky
News TV channel have all published
information on this issue. .

https.//tass.com/defense/1648595

Work to replace foreign components
of Russia’s Luna-27 moon mission
continue — scientist

TASS, July 19, 2023

The effort to replace a number of foreign-
made components of Russia’s the Luna-27
robotic mission to the Moon with
domestically-made equivalents is “in full
swing,” a prominent Russian scientist has
told TASS. “We had to re-design several
pieces of equipment, because earlier designs
included the wuse of foreign-made
components. We are now in the process of
replacing them with domestically made
equivalents,”said Igor Mitrofanov, who
heads the Nuclear Planetology Department
at the Space Research Institute (IKI) of the
Russian Academy of Sciences.

The work is “in full swing,” he added.

https//tass.com/science/1648797

Risk of Kiev committing terrorist
act on Zaporozhye NPP still high
— official

TASS, July 19, 2023

The probability of a Ukrainian terrorist
attack targeting the Zaporozhye Nuclear
Power Plant (NPP) remains high, Renat
Karchaa, advisor to the CEO of Russia’s
Rosenergoatom nuclear power plant
operator, opined on Wednesday.

“I might stop at a 7 (on a danger scale from
1 to 10 - TASS). The danger is high indeed.
I regret to repeat that our main enemy is
not even the Ukrainian regime, as they [the
Ukrainian authorities] are not independent.
It is hard to guess what the forces located
thousands of kilometers away from this place
would decide for them. These forces have
believed in their impunity and invincibility.
<...> Therefore, the probability remains
high,” he said on Channel One.

https.//tass.com/defense/1649181

Russia has big plans on exploration
of near, remote space — Putin

TASS, July 19, 2023

Russia makes big plans on exploration of
space, both its near and remote parts,
Russian President Vladimir Putin said
Tuesday.

“We have big plans on both near space
and remote space. There are things to
work on, to deal with,” he noted.

The head of state pointed out that space
exploration is important both for Russia
and the entire mankind.

https://tass.com/science/1649117

ZNPP staff that question
management decisions were
offered to leave — official

TASS, July 20, 2023

The staff of the Zaporozhye nuclear power
plant, who question the decisions of the
company’s management due to the
differences between Russian and
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Ukrainian nuclear industry legislation, are
free to leave the region and work at
Ukrainian plants, Renat Karchaa, an adviser
to the general director of Rosenergoatom,
told TASS on Thursday.

The Ukrainian company Energoatom, which
used to operate the plant, said earlier that
30 employees of the plant allegedly refused
to restart ZNPP’s fourth reactor, citing
Ukrainian regulations.

“If they value the Ukrainian regulator’s
license so much, no one is holding them
back,” Karchaa said. “Let them go to any
nuclear plant in Ukraine with this license
and let them continue working there.”

httpsy//tass.com/defense/1649723

Russia insisted on IAEA presence at
ZNPP, Ukraine sought to prevent it
— Rosenergoatom

TASS, July 21, 2023

The permanent presence of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) mission at
the Zaporozhye Nuclear Power Plant
(ZNPP) is a credit to Russia’s persistence in
the face of Ukrainian opposition, Renat
Karchaa, an adviser to the director general
of Russia’s Rosenergoatom nuclear power
engineering company, said on Friday.

“It should be borne in mind that it was us
who insisted on the presence of an IAEA
mission there. Ukraine had nothing to do
with this. Moreover, they actively sought to
prevent it. Thus, on the night before [IAEA
Secretary General Rafael] Grossi’s first visit
there, they created total chaos, bombing the
entire city: residential quarters and schools.
To intimidate Grossi,” he said in an
interview with Russia’s TV Channel One.

https//tass.com/defense/1650337

Cosmonauts prepare to undock
Progress MS-22 space freighter
from ISS

TASS, July 21, 2023

Russian crew members of the International
Space Station (ISS) have begun preparations
to undock the Progress MS-22 cargo

spacecraft, TASS special correspondent
onboard the ISS, cosmonaut Dmitry
Petelin, said on Friday.

The undocking is expected to take place
in the second half of August.

Among other things, cosmonauts will have
to load the outgoing cargo into the space
freighter.

Progress MS-22 docked with the ISS on
February 11. The craft has already steered
the ISS clear of space debris on two
occasions (on March 6 and March 11) and
has also performed six scheduled
adjustments of its orbit (on February 20,
March 8, April 30, May 18, June 16 and

July 5).
https//tass.com/science/1649815

Russia’s Roscosmos hoping to share
its expertise with BRICS partners

TASS, July 24, 2023

Russia has offered to educate its BRICS
partners, or Brazil, India, China, and
South Africa, in the area of space science,
CEO of Russia’s state space corporation
Roscosmos Yury Borisov said on Monday.

“We are offering our partners a program
of additional professional education in the
area of space science at Russia’s leading
universities with Roscosmos’ assistance,”
he said at a meeting of the BRICS space
cooperation committee.

According to Borisov, BRICS countries
have a common goal of creating equal
opportunities for developing and ensuring
their sovereignty in conditions of the
present-day digital economy as well as a
common educational and scientific space.

https//tass.com/science/1651075

Russia proposes joint research
module on space station for BRICS
members — Roscosmos CEO

TASS, July 24, 2023

Russia has proposed creating a dedicated
specialized module for the Russian Orbital
Station (ROS) to allow BRICS countries to
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conduct scientific research, Yury Borisov,
CEO of Russian state space corporation
Roscosmos, said on Monday.

“I would like to propose that our partners
in BRICS consider the opportunity to take
part in this project and create a full-fledged
module through joint efforts, which would
enable BRICS countries, as part of the ROS
project, to use the opportunity offered by
[the ROS’] low near-Earth orbit to carry out
their respective national space programs,”
Borisov said.

The ROS would be the next step in
developing piloted spacecraft, he added.

https.//tass.com/science/1651097

Russia can decide about measures to
protect ZNPP on its own — diplomat

TASS, July 26, 2023

Russia has the right to take measures to
protect the Zaporozhye Nuclear Power
Plant (ZNPP) depending on its own estimate
of the scope of threats to the facility, Russian
Deputy Permanent Representative to the
Vienna-based international organizations
Roman Ustinov told TASS on Tuesday.

Being a signatory to the Convention on the
Physical Protection of Nuclear Material
(CPPNM), Russia can assess threats on its
own.

“The current situation around the plant,
which is located on the combat engagement
line with the permanent risks of seizure
attempts by Ukrainian troops, requires
relevant measures of ensuring its security.
In this context, our decision to use
additional means of protection such as mines
is quite justified.

https.//tass.com/russia/1651949

Space station’s orbit raised by 790
meters ahead of Soyuz spacecraft
launch

TASS, July 27, 2023

The orbit of the International Space Station
(ISS) was adjusted to create ballistic

conditions for the launch of the Soyuz MS-
24 spacecraft and the return of the Soyuz
MS-23 spaceship to Earth, Russia’s State
Space Corporation Roscosmos announced
on Thursday.

“Today the orbit of the International Space
Station was adjusted to provide for the
launch of the Soyuz MS-24 manned
spacecraft and the landing of the Soyuz
MS-23,” the federal space agency said in
a statement.

The launch of the Soyuz MS-24 spacecraft
is scheduled for September 15, Roscosmos
said.

https://tass.com/science/1653077

Roscosmos to boost cooperation
with African countries

TASS, July 28, 2023

Russia and a number of African countries
have agreed to boost cooperation in the
space domain, Russian state-run space
corporation Roscosmos said on the
sidelines of the Russia-Africa summit.

“Russia and a number of countries of the
African continent have agreed to boost
cooperation in the space domain. As part
of Roscosmos delegation’s work during
the Russia-Africa second summit and
economic and humanitarian forum in St.
Petersburg on July 27, the corporation’s top
management held bilateral meetings with
officials from various ministries and
agencies of Egypt, Zimbabwe, Uganda,
South Africa and Djibouti,” the state
corporation said.

https://tass.com/science/1653189

RKK Energia sends Russian
Orbital Station preliminary design
for examination — CEO

TASS, July 29, 2023

The Energia Rocket and Space Corporation
sent the preliminary design of the
upcoming Russian Orbital Station (ROS)
for examination in Roscosmos’ Head
Research and Development Organization
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(GNIO), Roscosmos CEO Yury Borisov said
on the sidelines of the Russia-Africa Summit.

“RKK Energia sent the ROS preliminary
design to Roscosmos” GNIO, it is currently
being examined,” Borisov said, answering
a question.

According to the official, the preliminary
design will be presented and reviewed in
august.

https://tass.com/science/1653953

Russia celebrates Navy Day with
massive naval parade on Neva River

TASS, July 30, 2023

A massive naval parade involving cutting-
edge combat ships, gunboats and
submarines took place on the Neva River in
St. Petersburg to celebrate Russia’s Navy
Day.

Russian President, Supreme Commander-in-
Chief Vladimir Putin reviewed the Main
Naval Parade on the Neva River in St.
Petersburg. The Russian leader traditionally
reviews the naval parade that takes place
on Russia’s Navy Day on the Neva River and
makes the rounds along the parade
formation of combat ships in the Kronshtadt
roadstead aboard a presidential review boat.
Upon opening the event, he delivers his
congratulations to the sailors of the Russian
Navy.

https//tass.com/defense/1654355

Soyuz-5 launch vehicle to be ready
for start by 2025 year-end — senior
executive

TASS, July 30, 2023

The Soyuz-5 perspective launch vehicle will
be ready for a start from the Baikonur launch
site in late 2025, deputy CEO of the Progress
Space Rocket Center Daniil Subbotin told
TASS on the sidelines of the Russia-Africa
summit.

“The Soyuz-5 rocket is our present. It is
being produced for the Baiterek joint
Russian-Kazakh projects. Trials of launch
vehicle components are currently

underway. It will be ready for launching
from the Baikonur launch site in late
2025,” Subbotin said.

https//tass.com/science/1654305

C. China

Pakistan’s Chashma Nuclear
Power Plant imports one more
Hualong-One generator from
China

Global Times, July 16, 2023

The groundbreaking ceremony for the Unit
5 of the Chashma Nuclear Power Plant in
Pakistan was held on Friday, the third one-
million-kilowatt-class unit of Hualong-
One, China’s domestically developed
third- generation nuclear power
generator, exported from China to
Pakistan. It marks China’s 7th nuclear
power generator exported to Pakistan,
another milestone in nuclear energy
cooperation between the two countries,
the China National Nuclear Corporation
(CNNC), the builder of the Hualong One,
announced.

https//www.globaltimes.cn/page/202307/
1294451.shtml

Why China is opposed to the
release of treated water in
Fukushima

The Japan Times, July 16, 2023

Ahead of the planned release of treated
radioactive water from the Fukushima
nuclear power plant, Hong Kong and
mainland China — Japan’s top two
seafood export destinations — are saying
no to once-sought- after food products
from Japan. “As a preventive measure,
once Japan discharges the wastewater into
the sea, the Hong Kong city government
will immediately ban all aquatic products
from 10 prefectures in Japan,” the Hong
Kong government said.

httpsy//www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2023/07/16/
national/china-japan-fukushima-water-release-
explainer/
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China-Pakistan nuclear cooperation
marks a milestone

Zheng Xin
China Daily, July 17, 2023

The construction of Chashma Nuclear
Power Plant Unit 5 in Pakistan marks
another milestone in nuclear energy
cooperation between China and Pakistan,
while further enhancing the influence of
China’s nuclear power technology
worldwide, said its operator China National
Nuclear Corporation. The construction of
the C-5 project will further enhance
Pakistan’s energy security, help promote
Pakistan’s economic development, and
improve the well-being of local people, said
the CNNC.

https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202307/17/
WS64b4d2d4a31035260b816d18.html

PLA Rocket Force explodes in
capability, but China refuses to
explain why

ANI, July 18, 2023

It is worrying when a military increases its
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM)
launchers fivefold. China has done exactly
this, but Beijing has never explained the
reasons for this blunder. The People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) is a secret
organization, but the Missile Force takes the
confusion to a whole new level. However, a
researcher in the United States has shed
much-needed light on the PLA Rocket Force
(PLA RF), which is responsible for China’s
conventional and nuclear-tipped missile
inventory. In total, the PLA RF has 41 combat
missile brigades, many of which were
created only in the last decade.

https.//www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/pla-
rocket-force-explodes-in-capability-but-china-
refuses-to- explain-why20230718085922/

Taiwan says looking to buy NASAMS
air defence system from US

The Economic Times, July 18, 2023

Taiwan is looking to buy National Advanced
Surface-to-Air Missile Systems, or

NASAMS, from the United States to
upgrade its air defence capabilities having
seen how well they work in Ukraine, the
island’s defence minister said. China,
which claims Taiwan as its own territory,
has stepped up military and political
pressure over the past three years to try to
force the democratically governed island
to accept Beijing’s rule.

https.//feconomictimes.indiatimes.com/news/
defence/taiwan-says-looking-to-buy-nasams-air-
defence- system-from-usa/articleshow/
101852378.cms?from=mdr

Chinese envoy opposes use of Al
to seek military hegemony at UN’s
first-ever debate on Al

Global Times, July 19, 2023

The UN Security Council met for the first
time on artificial intelligence (AI) risks,
with the UN secretary- general warning
of “deeply alarming” risks concerning the
interaction between AI and nuclear
weapons, and the Chinese envoy clearly
opposed to the use of Al as a means to
seek military hegemony. Addressing the
meeting, Zhang Jun, China’s permanent
representative to the UN, urged all
countries to uphold a responsible defense
policy, oppose the use of Al to seek military
hegemony or to undermine the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of other countries,
and avoid the abuse, unintentional misuse
or intentional misuse of Al weapon
systems.

https:/fwww.globaltimes.cn/page/202307/
1294710.shtml

Technology remains core battle
with Beijing
Demetri Sevastopulo

Financial Times, July 19, 2023

China’s test of a hypersonic weapon that
circumnavigated the globe, in 2021,
provided a startling reminder that the
country has become a formidable military
rival to the US even faster than expected.
Pentagon experts were stunned that
Chinese scientists had overcome
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constraints posed by the laws of physics in
developing a missile that was able to fire
another projectile as it flew at hypersonic
speed.

https.//wwuw.ft.com/content/68f78a57-c2f4-4382-
bbdd-39131630b236

China is serious about winning the
new space race

David Ignatius
The Washington Post, July 20, 2023

Of all the potential threats that China poses
to the United States, the most worrisome for
me is future domination of space. Quietly
but persistently, the Chinese are developing
an arsenal of weapons to challenge America
— the nation that landed the first man on
the moon — for preeminence in this domain.
The Chinese tested the first anti-satellite
weapon in 2007, which left a field of
thousands of pieces of debris that still
endanger other satellites. Since then, they
have tested satellites that can snatch other
craft and carry them to a distant orbit known
as the “graveyard zone.”

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/
07/20/china-united-states-space-competition/

China’s total known uranium
resources increase by one-third in
past decade: report

Chu Daye and Fan Wei
Global Times, July 21, 2023

China has added one-third of its total known
uranium resources, accumulated in the past
68 years, during extensive survey and
exploration work during the past 10 years,
while 70 percent of the newly discovered
resources are fine, extractable resources,
according to an industry report published
by the China Nuclear Geology, a subsidiary
of Chinese nuclear giant China National
Nuclear Corporation (CNNC).

https:/fwww.globaltimes.cn/page/202307/
1294827 .shtml

China studies nuclear risk in the
context of the Ukraine war

Lyle Goldstein and Nathan Waechter
The Diplomat, July 21, 2023

In shaping patterns of future warfare,
there is little doubt that militaries across
the world will be seeking to absorb the key
lessons of the Russia-Ukraine War,
ranging from the employment of tanks to
the use of anti-ship cruise missiles and the
ubiquitous drones. For the Chinese
military, these lessons might even assume
a greater importance, since the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) both lacks major,
recent combat experience, and has also
leaned heavily on Russian weapons and
doctrine for its rapid modernization over
the last few decades.

https://thediplomat.com/2023/07/china-studies-
nuclear-risk-in-the-context-of-the-ukraine-war/

China’s CH UAYV develops new-
type loitering munition with
super-long-range

Liu Xuanzun
Global Times, July 21, 2023

China’s CH UAV company announced
recently that it is developing a new type
of super-long- range loitering munition
which delivers a number of new functions.
Aerospace CH UAV Co Ltd is developing
a type of loitering munition product based
on AR air-to-ground missile series
technology, the Global Times learned from
the company.

It can carry out missions including
communications relay on the battlefield,
radar disturbance and suppression,
precision strikes against time-sensitive
targets as well as battle damage
evaluation.

https//www.globaltimes.cn/page/202307/
1294826.shtml
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PLA rolls out longer-range missiles
near Taiwan: military experts

Jack Lau
South China Morning Post, July 23, 2023

The Chinese military has expanded its
missile force over the past decade and rolled
out modern missiles allowing it to target
Taiwan and its allies in the event of a cross-
strait war, according to military analysts.
According to a report released earlier this
month by Decker Eveleth, a researcher at
the Middlebury Institute of International
Studies, the People’s Liberation Army
Rocket Force is widely deploying DF-17
medium-range ballistic missiles near
Taiwan.

https/fwww.scmp.com/news/china/military/
article/3228592/military-experts-say-pla-rolling-
out- longer-range-missiles-near-taiwan

China successfully tests high-thrust
engine for moon landing

Leng Shumei
Global Times, July 23, 2023

China successfully carried out a trial test on
the main engine of the Long March-10, a
new carrier rocket designed for manned
moon landing missions, on Saturday, as the
country actively makes progress on the road
to realizing its goal of landing taikonauts on
the moon by the year 2030. The test assessed
all the requirements for the engine, and
provided strong support for the solidification
for its technical state, the establishment of
the technical baseline of the product and
improving reliability, the Global Times
learned from the China Aerospace Science
and Technology Corporation (CASC).

https//www.globaltimes.cn/page/202307/
1294879.shtml

Taiwan air raid drills simulate
response to China missile attacks

Thai PBS World, July 24, 2023

Taiwan held air raid drills simulating its
response to Chinese missile attacks in several

cities on the same day the island’s military
kicked off its annual war games. Self-ruled
Taiwan holds frequent defence drills in the
face of increasing military and political
pressures from China, which regards the
island as its territory. Preparation efforts
also extend to its civilian population, with
authorities stepping up drills in cities, citing
lessons learned from Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine where the street-to-street warfare
appears to be part of the defence strategy
playbook.

https://www.thaipbsworld.com/taiwan-air-raid-
drills-simulate-response-to-china-missile-
attacks/

Contracts inked for nuclear tech
expansion in Shandong

China Daily, July 24, 2023

State Power Investment Corporation
sealed a bundle of contracts worth 5 billion
yuan ($694.8 million) related to its Guohe
One nuclear power technology during a
nuclear energy industry supply and
demand conference held in Shandong
province. As one of China’s most
advanced and independently developed
third-generation pieces of nuclear
technology, Guohe One is one of the
crowning achievements in China’s nuclear
power research. As part of efforts to step
up strategic cooperation with Shandong
province, SPIC has installed 2.5 million
kilowatts of nuclear power capacity, with
5.5 million kilowatts under construction.

https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202307/24/
WS64be65f1a310352600818318.html

Chinese, Russian warships
continue exercises in Sea of Japan;
North Korea resumes missile
launches

Dzirhan Mahadzir
USNI, July 25, 2023

The People’s Liberation Army Navy and
Russian Navy wrapped up their joint
exercise “Northern Interaction 2023” in the
Sea of Japan before the combined fleet
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arrived at Vladivostok, where the PLAN
ships are making a port visit. The Northern
Interaction 2023 exercise began and
involved a PLAN Surface Action Group
consisting of destroyers CNS Guiyang (119)
and CNS Qiqihar (121), frigates CNS
Zaozhuang (542) and CNS Rizhao (598) and
fleet oiler CNS Taihu (889) and a Russian
Navy SAG made up of destroyers RFS
Admiral Panteleyev (548) and RFS Admiral
Tributs (564) and corvettes RFS
Gremyashchiy (337) and RFS Hero of the
Russian Federation Aldar Tsydenzhapov
(339).

https://news.usni.orgy/2023/07/25/chinese-russian-
warships-continue-exercises-in-sea-of-japan-
north-korea-resumes-missile-launches

China’s nuclear weapons build-up
and its implications for Northeast
Asian security

Lami Kim

Asia-Pacific Leadership Network, July 25,
2023

China’s nuclear modernisation should
concern the United States less because it
poses a nuclear threat to the US homeland,
and more because it poses a risk to vital US
interests in Northeast Asia. China’s nuclear
modernisation increases the risk that it will
be emboldened to invade Taiwan, as well
as the risk that Japan and South Korea
might request deployment of US tactical
nuclear weapons on their territory or chose
to develop their own nuclear weapons.
Although it will be hard for Washington to
stop China from continuing to build up its
nuclear arsenal, it should seek to manage
these risks by strengthening deterrence
measures around the Taiwan Strait and
giving stronger assurances to its regional
allies. Additionally, Washington and Beijing
should enhance transparency as to their
nuclear posture and missile testing, and also
establish viable crisis management
mechanisms.

httpsy/fwww.apln.network/analysis/policy-briefs/
chinas-nuclear-weapons-build-up-and-its-
implications-for-northeast-asian-security

China’s first commercial
spacecraft launch site in Hainan to
commence normalized launch
missions in 2024

Ni Hao and Tao Mingyang
Global Times, July 26, 2023

China’s first commercial spacecraft launch
site in Wenchang, South China’s Hainan
Province, is ramping up the final stages of
construction, and plans to commence
normalized commercial launch operations
in 2024, a representative from the launch
site told the Global Times. The construction
of the commercial spacecraft launch site
began in July 2022, and the infrastructure
needed for the site will be finished by the
end of 2023. The first commercial launch
mission will commence in the first half of
2024, and the launch site will enter the
operations and normalized launch mission
in the same year.

https.//fwww.globaltimes.cn/page/202307/
1295103.shtml

Discerning the drivers of China’s
nuclear force development:
models, indicators, and data

David C. Logan and Phillip C. Saunders

National Defence University Press, July 26,
2023

For decades following its first test in 1964,
China maintained a small nuclear force
and a doctrine emphasizing deterrence
and no-first-use of nuclear weapons.
China has recently embarked on an
unprecedented campaign of expansion
and modernization, which is changing the
size, structure, and operational posture of
its nuclear forces. The growing discrepancy
between China’s restrained declaratory
policy and advancing nuclear capabilities
raises important questions about the status
and future trajectory of China’s nuclear
forces, with major implications for the
United States.

https.//ndupress.ndu.edu/Media/News/News-
Article-View/Article/3471053/discerning-the-
drivers-of-chinas-nuclear-force-development-
models-indicators-an/
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FAST makes new discovery of
black hole phenomenon, opens up
new avenues for observing and
studying black hole emissions

Deng Xiaoci
Global Times, July 27, 2023

China’s Five-hundred-meter Aperture
Spherical radio Telescope (FAST), or known
as the Tianyan (Heaven’'s Eye,) has made
world’s first observation of sub-millisecond
low-frequency radio quasi- periodic
oscillations in microquasars, renewing men’s
understanding of the mysterious black hole
by revealing the direct correlation between
the quasi-periodic oscillations in black hole
systems and relativistic jets.

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202307/
1295141 .shtml#:~:text=China’s % 20Five % 2Dhundred
%2Drreeter % 20Apertuirelole %200y % 20reventing % 20e% 20irect

Thailand launches first
experimental tokamak device in
collaboration with China

Xinhua, July 27, 2023

Thailand’s first experimental tokamak device
was officially launched in a joint collaboration
with China. The device, a joint collaboration
between the Institute of Plasma Physics
Chinese Academy of Sciences (ASIPP) and the
Thailand Institute of Nuclear Technology
(TINT), arrived in Thailand in January and
commenced trial runs in May. Thawatchai
Onjun, executive director of the TINT,
emphasized that the operation will propel
Thailand’s advancements in nuclear fusion
applications, impacting academic research,
engineering technology, and talent
development. Song Yuntao, director of ASIPP,
told Xinhua that China’s research in the field
of nuclear fusion applications adheres to an
open and friendly approach.

https;//english.news.cn/20230727/
6490decd317a4072bcc5a82062edcb61/c.html

Implications of China’s nuclear
expansion for strategic stability

Aaron Miles,
War on the Rocks, July 27, 2023

Will China’s dramatic nuclear expansion,
including more than 300 new silos for
intercontinental- range ballistic missiles
require a counter-expansion of U.S.
nuclear capabilities, or posturing existing
forces differently? Will the dynamics of a
three-sided system undermine strategic
stability by creating first-strike incentives
that drive nuclear escalation in crisis, and
by driving a new arms race spiral that
would make limits on strategic nuclear
arms untenable? Does the longstanding
U.S. policy of maintaining nuclear
counterforce capabilities for targeting
adversary nuclear forces make these
challenges unmanageable? Fortunately,
the worst outcomes are avoidable if each
peer maintains a high degree of
survivability for a sufficient portion of its
forces.

https:/fwarontherocks.com/2023/07/implica-
tions-of-chinas-nuclear-expansion-for-strategic-
stability/

New nuclear technology sees vast
export potential

Tao Mingyang and Chu Daye
Global Times, July 27, 2023

The Linglong One, a multi-functional
small modular and pressurized-water
nuclear reactor (SMR), will be ready for
operation in South China’s Hainan
Province by the end of 2025, almost five
months ahead of schedule, according to
its builder, as China expands its nuclear
power generation capacity on the path to
green development. “After the core
module is placed in the container of the
Linglong One nuclear plant in early
August, relevant assembly work of other
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equipment will start, and the nuclear reactor
may enter operation by 2025. It will provide
more clean energy for enterprises
participating in the construction of the
Hainan Free Trade Port,” Chen Jianxin, chief
engineer of the Hainan Nuclear Power Co,
the operator of the Changjiang Nuclear
Power Plant, told the Global Times.

https:/fwww.globaltimes.cn/page/202307/
1295190.shtml

China employs ‘nuclear cabbage’
strategy for dominance in South
China Sea

Vipul Tamhane
WION, July 27, 2023

China’s plan entails encircling disputed
islands with as many ships as possible, a
tactic known as “the cabbage strategy.” This
approach entails encircling contested islands
with as many ships as possible, and China
employs the cabbage technique to gradually
take over contested territory. The South
China Sea tensions are rising, with nations
detaining trespassers and threatening to
impose an air identification zone over the
South China Sea. The United States is
presently in a difficult position: it does not
want to risk triggering a fight with China,
but it also wants China to cease pressuring
its regional allies.

https//www.wionews.com/opinions-blogs/chinas-
nuclear-cabbage-619972

Xi appoints new chief of China’s
nuclear arsenal

Reuters, July 31, 2023

Chinese President Xi Jinping, also the
military’s commander-in-chief, appointed a
new head of the armed force overseeing the
nation’s conventional - and nuclear -
missiles, one day before the anniversary of
the People’s Liberation Army. Wang
Houbin, former deputy commander of the
navy, was named the new head of the PLA
Rocket Force, and Xu Xisheng, its new
political commissar, with both men

acquiring the top rank of general,
according to state media.

https.//fwww.reuters.com/world/china/xi-
appoints-new-chief-chinas-nuclear-arsenal-
2023-07-31/

China ousts top generals from
nuclear Rocket Force

Kathrin Hille
Financial Times, July 31, 2023

China’s leader Xi Jinping has replaced the
two missing generals who had been in
command of the country’s missile forces,
in effect confirming the largest purge at
the top levels of the military in a decade.
General Li Yuchao, commander of the
People’s Liberation Army Rocket Force,
and his deputy General Liu Guangbin
disappeared from public view several
months ago amid what foreign experts and
intelligence officials said was a drive 